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power over and above his limited requirements for holding his own
against Non-Human Nature; and it was open to him to use this surplus
as he chose.

The craft of his engines hath passed his dream,
In haste to the good or the evil goal;1

and he had turned his face so perversely towards the evil goal of being his
own enemy that, ever since his acquisition of this two-edged superfluity
of material power, his crux had been the spiritual problem of dealing with
himself, his fellow men, and God, not the technical problem of dealing
with Non-Human Nature. Man's relation to a conquered Non-Human
Nature now no longer had any importance for Man in itself, since his
power to hold his own against this once formidable but now defeated
adversary was something that, henceforward, he could take for granted.
The importance of his Technology for him now lay in the surplus of
power that he was able to extract from Non-Human Nature for use either
for or against God and himself; but, by reason of the metamorphosis of a
technological into a spiritual problem, the importance of Technology
had actually become greater than ever; for its spiritual effects for good
or for evil had increased and were increasing part passu with each fresh
advance in technological progress.

In the light of this tragic relation between Technology and Morality
since a Fall that had been coeval and identical with Life's attainment of
the level of Humanity, it might look as if, after all, there were nothing
new in the spiritual challenge that a latter-day Western Man was pre-
senting to himself by his continuing technological progress in the twen-
tieth century of the Christian Era. In previous passages of Western
history, as well as in the histories of other civilizations, human affairs
had not infrequently been upset by sudden great advances in Man's com-
mand over Non-Human Nature; and this previous evidence was even
sufficiently copious and illuminating to warrant the tentative formulation
of a 'law' to the effect that, the greater the technological triumph, the
greater the risk of spiritual devastation. The Western dawn of an Atomic
Age had now, however, registered the point at which the stakes in the
game of human life that Man must play willy nilly ex affido humanitatis
had been raised to a degree that had made the change tantamount to a
difference in kind; for the eruption of a Late Modern Western Indus-
trial Revolution in Great Britain, less than two hundred years since, had
brought with it a fresh increase in Man's power over Non-Human Nature
that dwarfed the previous sum total of Man's cumulative achievements
in a field of activity in which he had been as signally victorious over Non-
Human Nature as he had been signally defeated by his own nature in
the things of the spirit.

An unprecedented increase in Man's material power, which had begun
with the harnessing of steam, generated by coal, to the service of manu-
facture and locomotion, had been mounting up in one feat of technologi-
cal virtuosity after another. The physical driving force at Man's com-

* SofAodes: Ajstigone, U. 365-6, translated by Gilbert Murray (quoted already in
V. v. 62),